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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, 
Frot»i '* The JftitioH,*' tFuniiary t7, ISHO, 

We here have in successive c!iapters a lively account of the strnggle that was held in Penn- 
sylvania over tlie Constitution; otlthe well-nigh revohitiouary wr^nglR in the Pennsylvania 
Assembly over the calling of a State Convention to iiet on the Constitution ; of the state of imblic 
opinion in Pennsylvania before the Convention met; of the debate in llie Convention ; of the 
public temper while the Convention was sitting ami utter it rose; to whicli are adder! tlie anti- 
I'ederal letters of "CentineI,"bicj^rHp}iicjil skotc-iice nf the Pennsylvania nionibersof the Ffderal 
Convention, similar sketches of the members of the Pennsylvania Convention, and an appendix 
containing James Wilson's Notes of the Debates oii -the Constitution in the Pennsylvania Con- 
vention, and the replies made at the time by Kobert Slorris and Thonias Mifflin to the Iioarse 
diatribes with which they were assailed by " C«ntiuer' and other pampbleteere. In no State 
did the fluctuations of political opinion for and.agjiiust tlie Constitution rise higher than in 
Pennsylvania. . . . Time, wliich makes all things even, has certainly wrought its revenges 
on the rough polemics of 17ST ; but no time cati state the dignity anil worth of the hi^h polemic 
which Janiea Wilson brought to thf; defence of the Constitution in the day of its supreme trial. 
It is pleasant to find his work iicie placed i ti its proper historicrtl setting, and to see the justice 
done to his associates which Elliott has failyd to render in his inadecjuKte <:onii>ilations. And we 
are glad, too, to have the letters of "Centinel" in their int^-grity and sequence. 

Frottt "The A-werican," l^eceinbei'- 13, ISSS* 
This handsome and interesting volume is the first thorough account of I lie course taken by 
this Commonwealth in the matter of the ratihcation of the natiouiil Constitution, . . . and 
it is fortunate that_the interest awakened locally in the matter by the (Constitutional celebration 
of last year has encouraged the Historical Society to undertake the most complete publication 
possible of the records of the struggle for and-against the establishment of the new plan of 
government, so far as it was fought and won in Pennsylvania. . . . It is to be regretted that 
the record of the discussion is so very imperfect. To make up for this defect and to make the 
account of the discussion as complete as is necessary to give a full idea of the argument on both 
sides, the editors have drawn upon the newspapers and pamphlets of the time. Tiiey reprint the 
most notable articles and squibs, of course omitting more than they take, but taking care to do 
justice to every point of view and every forhi of argument. lilspecially they have rescued from 
oblivion the once celebraied letters of " Centinel." W'hicli were to the Anti-Federals wliat the 
" Federalist" was to the other party. ... If we have any fault to fiod with the book it, is 
that the editors ha^e suppressed themselves too much. Mhat theygive us in the introductory 
chapter and elsewhere is so good, tliat we very gladly would liave had more of it. IJutJt is easy 
to see that the problem of so dealing with their multifarious materials as to keep the book.within 
bounds was not an easy one, and that they chose rather to say too little tlian too much. . . , 
The volume is a credit to the society and the Commonwealth. 

JFro»H '" THe JPress." I>eceniher S, iSSS. 

We have to thank the niggardliness of Congress for the handsome publication of the portly 
and -important volume bearing the title of "Pennsylvania and the Federaf Constitution." 
Pennsylvania was tlie first to undertake the consideration of the Constitution ; the first of the 
large States to adopt it, and just as she set the example in recognizing the claims of the smaller 
States^ whicli made the general and final adoption possible — so she takes the lead at present in 
this jiublication of important constitutional records. The volume, carefully edited by ProJF. 
John Bach McMaster and Frederick D-. Stone, Librarian of the Historical Society, comprises in 
its 800 pages a full history of the contest iii the Pennsylvania Convention, the debates in so far 
as they were originally reported (this being a far more adequate exhibit than Elliott's meagre 
and partisan account of the Federal speeches of James Wilson), the jireceding agitation and 
subsequent discussions, and the famous letters of " Centinel." Besides this matter of record, the 
work contains entertaining sketches of the Pennsylvania members of the Federal Convention, 
and of the members of the Pennsylvania Convention. 

From "The Tlwea/- X>ecetnbej' «, ISSS. 
It is a singular commentary upon the indifference even in Pennsylvania in regard to the 
contest over the ratification of' the Constitution tliat until now no connected stqry had been 
printed of the events of 1788 in the Assembly and in the State Convention catled to accept or 
reject that charter of American liberty. In this State the opposition wp. exceedingly bitter and 
determined. As much of the debates in the Assemblyand the Convention as has been preserved 
is reproduced in this well-printed and handsome volume, and it alpo contains n.-printa of the 
famous " Centinel" letters in opposition to the Constitution and the replies thereto, together with 
many squibs and essays on both sides of the qnestion. Such a collection of material brought 
together in a single volume and rendered accessible by a good index is a most important contribu- 
tion, to the history of the State and nation. 



